
Reception of Donald Schaible 
On the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul 
St. John’s, Palmerton, June 29, 2007 – Bill Lewellis 
Ezekiel 34:11-16; Psalm 87; 1 Tim 4:1-8; John 21:15-19 
 
Peter and Paul 
Eleven years ago this very day in Wilkes-Barre, 
Bishop Paul was consecrated to be the eighth 
Bishop of Bethlehem. I was glad to have been there. 
It was a good day. And this is good … in Palmerton 
… celebrating the reception of Donald Schaible as a 
priest of the Episcopal Church. On behalf of all of 
us in the Diocese of Bethlehem, this “House of 
Bread,” Bishop Paul will proclaim, in effect, “Don, 
we have chosen you.” 
 
Not without some irony, the Christian community 
has chosen the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul as one 
of the days on which to ordain, to consecrate and to 
receive people into ordained ministry. Not without 
some irony. They were such an odd couple. Were 
we to seek a patronal feast for the Anglican 
Communion, this day might be it.  
 
Our ears have become accustomed to the 
harmonious sound of “Peter and Paul.” The sound 
betrays the reality. I heard our bishop say yesterday 
that we might as well call this the feast of oil and 
water. One might say it’s like celebrating, on the 
same day, Peter of Akinola and Paul of Bethlehem. 
Kind of takes your breath away.  
 
My imagination suggests, Don, that this is an 
opportune time to recognize that you can’t be both 
Peter and Paul … and neither Peter nor Paul. You 
will do well to be Don … who has heard and 
heeded the call to discipleship and to the service of 
ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church. 
 
Follow me 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Donald, do you 
love me? “Lord, you know that I love you.” “Follow 
me.” 

Six times in the Gospel according to Matthew, Jesus 
says “Follow me”: Follow me, and I will make you 
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fish for people. (Matt. 4:19). Follow me, and let the 
dead bury their own dead. (Matt 8:22). Jesus said to 
Matthew, “Follow me.” (Matt 9:9). Whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
(Matt 10:38). If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. (Matt. 16:24). If you wish to be perfect, 
go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me. (Matt. 19:21). 

We find four of the same in the Gospel according to 
Mark … and five in the Gospel according to Luke. 
 
Finally, six in the Gospel according to John … a 
few different or at least nuanced … including: My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow 
me. (John 10:27) 
 
We wrestle with texts such as these, entering into 
prayerful conversation around what it would look like 
to take seriously the call to follow Jesus  
 
Answers 
I once thought that being a follower of Jesus Christ had to 
do with answers. How foolish. You may have seen the 
old bumper sticker, “Jesus is the answer.” And the 
wonderfully irreverent response: “What’s the question?” 
 
Would that our lives were so simple that we could rely on 
ready answers. Those of us who have lived long enough 
know from our experience that ready answers fall short. 
They are not our friends. Most of us instinctively suspect 
that. Which may be why we tend not to take seriously 
people who occasionally knock on our doors and hand 
out answer-proclaiming pamphlets. We recognize that we 
have to live and work through our stuff … as did Peter … 
as did Paul. 
 
Safe? 
Ready answers seem safe, safer than nuance and 
paradox. Whenever I’m tempted to resort to “safe,” 
however, I hear the conversation Susan, Lucy and 
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver had about Aslan in CS Lewis’ 
Lion, Witch and Wardrobe:  
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Susan asks, “Is he – quite safe? I shall feel 
nervous about meeting a lion.” 

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said 
Mrs. Beaver. “If there’s anyone who can 
appear before Aslan without their knees 
knocking, they’re either braver than most or 
else just silly.” 

“Then he isn't safe?” asked Lucy. 

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver. “Who said anything 
about safe? Of course he isn't safe. But he's 
good.”  

 
Don Schaible has wrestled with nuance and 
paradox. The transition from being a priest in the 
Roman Catholic Church, as was Don for some 14 
years, to finding employment in a strange new 
world, to discovering one’s baptismal ministry as a 
lay person in the Episcopal Church, to being 
received as a priest in the Episcopal Church is not a 
comfortably-paced and safe walk along a softly lit 
path. Believe me. Jesus’ call, “Follow me,” has not 
been, for this man, (nor for Sharon or Zachary, I 
suspect) a leisurely stroll under shade trees. 
 
Don, as the title and refrain of the Country/Western 
song, “We’re all in your corner tonight  ... as 
friends.” Here’s a lyric of country wisdom from that 
song: “If you don’t take a chance, the angels won’t 
dance … with an old man of stone.” (“I will remove 
from your body the heart of stone,” the Lord God 
said through Ezekiel, “and give you a heart of flesh. 
I will put a new spirit within you.” 
 
Advice 
“One way of understanding Anglicanism,” Urban 
Holmes wrote some 25 years ago, “is to know that it 
is a unique way of looking, making sense, and 
acting in the experience of God disclosed to us in 
the person of Jesus Christ. That is to say, it is a 
manner of being conscious.” 
 
Commenting in that vein on why he was an 
Anglican, Holmes wrote” “With all its irritating 
nonsense, I know of no place in which I could have 
more freedom to be that Catholic Christian we are 
all called to be.” 
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After 18 years as a Roman Catholic priest, another 
18 as an Episcopal lay person, and now eight as an 
Episcopal priest, I thank God for both communions 
… and find myself hesitating less when there’s an 
opening for unsolicited advice. I seem to have one 
here. I have seven brief bits of advice to share with 
you, Don … and with anyone else who may 
overhear. 
 
1. Don’t take institutions too seriously. 
 
2. Don’t take yourself too seriously. 
 
3. Do take God’s word seriously – not literally, not 
to worship it, but to wrestle with it. 
 
4. Do take God’s initiative seriously … the power 
of word and sacrament, the power of story and the 
power of image. 
 
5. Treasure your relationship with God, with your 
sisters and brothers and with all of God’s creation. 
Celebrate these relationships through frequent 
renewal of the Baptismal Covenant in our Prayer 
Book and in this “memorial or our redemption, this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,” offering 
God’s gifts and your gifts as you recall the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
6. Be not clueless. Be alert to opportunities, and to 
the daily transformation crosses you might take up. 
 
7. Believe less … but more so. Set your heart on 
God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. Set your heart on Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord … who became one of us, suffered, 
was crucified, died, was buried, rose again and will 
come again. Set your heart on the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. 
 
Therefore, what shall I do? 
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Still, after all of that … the question remains, the 
question into which all other questions merge: 
“Therefore, what shall I do?”  
 
I have some advice … from an institution. ☺ 
 
Continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers. 
 
Persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 
into sin, repent and return to the Lord. 
 
Proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ. 
 
Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself. 
 
Strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being. 
 
In the event that you forget any of this advice, 
you’ll find the best of it on page 304 of our Book of 
Common Prayer. 
 
  
Daily 
Jesus told his disciples, we read in Matthew and 
Mark, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.”  
 
We find that in Luke as well. But only in Luke do 
we find “daily” … “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me.”(Luke 9:23) 
 
When our bishop was consecrated eleven years ago, 
Bishop Cathy Roskam wove metaphors of bread 
through her sermon. She spoke of us in this 
Bethlehem “House of Bread” as bread and she 
spoke of God as baker. She shared with us a poem, 
Bakerwoman God, by Alla Bozarth Campbell. It 
continues to be for me a way to understand crosses 
received and crosses taken up as being about our 
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daily, our lifelong daily, transformation by God. 
Bread is best if made daily. 
 
This is part of that poem: 
 

Bakerwoman God,  
I am your living bread … your low, soft and 
being-shaped loaf. 
I am your rising bread, well-kneaded … 

Put me in your fire, Bakerwoman God …  

I am so warm from fire. Break me, 
Bakerwoman God ...  

I am broken under your caring Word. Drop 
me in your special juice in pieces. Drop me 
in your blood … 

Bakerwoman God, remake me. 
 

The metaphor of God as bakerwoman, Bishop 
Roskam noted on that day, places God “right close 
to us, working with us, pummeling us and pulling at 
us, kneading us into shape. It's not always a very 
comfortable process. And then God puts us in the 
fire, a defining fire, a refining fire that also gives 
heat and energy to our call. Then the baker breaks 
and remakes us. 
 
”When we put ourselves in God's hands to be bread, 
God keeps messing around in our lives, elbows 
deep in flour, never quite finished, making us ever 
more delicious and nourishing. The process is 
dynamic, creative, intimate and sometimes painful.  
 
“It's not easy being bread.” 
 
Welcome, Don and Sharon and Zachary, to the 
House of  Bread. We’re all in your corner tonight, 
as friends. We’re so glad you’re here. 


